
YEAR

10

Exam & 
Post – 16

Destination

Exam & 
Post – 16

Destination

YEAR

11

Tempo, 
dynamics, 
musical layers, 
polyrhythm

What is 
rhythm?Ode to 

Joy

Crotchets, 
quavers, 
minims, 
semibreves, 
semi-
quavers

5 finger 
technique

Basic chords

Musical layers
And 
accompaniment

Identifying the difference 
between major and 
minor

The difference 
between 
melody and 
accompaniment

How chords are 
created?

Exploring 
different 
chordophones

Comparing 
different versions 
of the same song

Altering tempo, dynamics, duration, 
texture, major and minor, 
chords/keys to own musical version

Creating a basic 
covers using all 
performance and 
notation techniques 
covered in year 7

Performing and 
refining in a 
group

Combining Melodic 
and harmonic 
textures.

Notating 
our music.

Playing a 
walking 
basslines

Blues 
musical form

More 
singing 
skills

African cultural 
influences and the 
slave trade

Composing 
action:
Riffs, 
Motifs,
Beats,
Instruments,
Styles
Tempo etc..

Look at the 
cultural 
influence of 
music

Biggest pop 
hits.

Using Samples

Exploring 
song form 

Notation of 
melody through 
dictation and 
composition

Using advanced devices to 
extend and develop 
melodies

Looking at 
chord 

inversions

Notes on the 
stave, ledger 
lines

Developing 
simple harmony .

Developing 
melodies with a 
structure.

Eras and styles

BhangraFusion

Musical 
theater and 
Jazz and 
Blues

Performing skills, 
confidence and 
stage presence

Final performances and recordings.

Origins of film music, 
Different types of 
films

Employment 
patterns

Understanding the 
musical elements 
through application and 
listening

Applying music to 
create refined 

compositions and 
public performances

PPL, PRS and 
royalty collection

Pros and cons 
and budgets of 
self employed 
or employed

Record 
companies

Jobs within 
the music 
industry

Live sound mixing

Putting on a 
concert

Distribution of 
roles

H & S
And ticket sales, 
venue choice etc.

Managing meetings 
and time wisely

Marketing, 
posters, tickets, 
adverts, social 
media etc..

Final 
performance

Rehearsal
Schedules

Intermediate 
instrumental skills, 
more difficult 
keys, chords, 
rhythms and 
syncopations etc.. 

Music tech 
skills

Advancing 
performing and 
composing skills

Use of the musical 
elements in more 
complex 
composition

Beginner composition skills

Basic instrumental
skills 

Music at Newman has a strong emphasis on applying knowledge and skills used in 
practical music making.  Students will learn how to listen to music, create music 
and perform music, in a wide range of styles from classical, popular and world 

music traditions. Focus will be on harmony, melody, rhythm, the musical elements 
and will focus on creativity in performing and composing of music. The applications 

and implications of what we learn permeate throughout the  course content.  

Comparing 
different 
versions of the 
same song

Chord 
patterns

7
YEAR

Rhythm and Pulse

How can we read rhythms 
using staff notation

What is 
pulse?

Performing 
polyrhythmic 
music

Notation and Keyboard skills

Using two 
hands 

Composing melodies 

and Italian music 

terms

How do we find our our way 
around the keyboard?

8
YEAR

How are 
most 
melodies 
are 
composed 
(Q&A)?

Creating an 
opening 
idea

Learning 
more major 
and minor 
chords
(harmony)

Sc
al
es
, f
la
ts
 a
nd

 

sh
ar
ps
.

Developing 
composition 
using scales.

Extending note 
reading for full 
scales

Exploring 
flats 
and sharps

Music Learning Journey

Chords and Pachelbel’s Canon

Introduction 
to basslines

Cover Versions Ukulele and 

chordophones

Reading Tab

Film Music

Blues notes, 
scales, flats.

Improvisation

Composing Horror, 
creating tension,
Staccato, Dynamics, 
Dissonance, extremes 
of pitch, tempo 
changes etc..

Recording 
and Rap 

Rhythm and 

performance, 

Melody and word setting 
in composition

Musical forms and devises 

and set work

Learning about 
stylistic features of 
different western 
classical music

Creating a basic covers using all 
performance techniques covered 
in ks3

What are 
musical 
ensembles?

Exploring 
composition of film 
music – if film music 
brief chosen.

Chamber 
music of 
different 
eras

Music for film and 2nd

coursework – to a brief.

Use of 
elements in 
film music

Performance 
preparation and 
practice

Unions and 
guilds

Health and safety

Venues
Managing a Music Product

Knowledge of 
chords, melodies, 
basslines

Basic Performing skills

Understanding and Applying Musical Skills 

Year 7

Year 1
1

Sight reading

Performing
skills

Key
listening
words. 

How can 
we read 
treble clef 
notation?

Looking at 
Baroque music.

Playing chords 
and reading 
chord pictures

Strumming 
techniques

Creating chord 
pattern/sequences

7TH Chords

More 
group-work 
skills

Refining a
performance

How can music 
effect a scene, 

mood or 
atmosphere?

Disco, Dance and Rap

Exploring 
Leitmotif

Chords and 

Bass lines

Playing 4 note 
chords in m7 and  
7th form

Learning a 
variety of 
cadences –
perfect, 
imperfect, 
plagal and 
interrupted.

Exploring 
musical 
features of 
pop and 
rock

Music for Pop and set 

Work

Using advanced 
broken chordal 
patterns

Creating a bassline 
based around 
chord tones

Musical forms such 
as strophic, binary, 
ternary, rondo, verse 
and chorus, 

Sonoriity, 
timbre, 
texture and 
textural 
devices

Musical 
devices in 
film music = 
leit-motif, 
layering, 
ostinatos, 
riffs./

Working on instrumental specific techniques, 
for performances.

Practice 
techniques, 
technical exercises

Set work revisit, composition 

completion and all recordings. 

Completed coverage of GCSE, all set works, 
features and knowledge known

Retail and 
distribution

Hire and service 
companies Analyzing the 

strengths of 
the event

Exploring 
chord 
styles

Developing solo 
busking skills with 
chords and singing

Effects 
of 
Dance 
music

Note 
lengths 
and rest

Dotted 
note 
lengths

Time 
signature 
and bar 
lines

Notation of rhythms 
through dictation 
and composition.

Musical 

ensem
ble and 

first course 

work 

Use of 
articulation, 
accents, 
staccato and 
legato.

https://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&url=http://vickyjohnson.altervista.org/Theme%2520&%2520Variations%2520Assignment.htm&psig=AOvVaw0cGcsFdimaV6YYOmi0ACUR&ust=1582718206122000&source=images&cd=vfe&ved=0CAIQjRxqFwoTCOjaovzS7OcCFQAAAAAdAAAAABAD


How do we know our curriculum is 
broad and balanced?

Our curriculum focusses on 3 different main skillsets 
from the N.C. 
Performing, composing and Listening & Appraising.

Our Curriculum teaches music from different genres, 
classical music in the Pachelbel’s canon and western 
classical to film music. World music in the form 
drumming and Blues music. Popular music styles 
including Disco/dance, Pop/Rock

Time is spent on a variety of instruments, we have 
many singing tasks and music technology is used 
extensively in KS4 music too. Listening skills are 
applied in every scheme of work.

What skills/knowledge have you focused 
on?
Performing Composing Listening 

Instrumental techniques, 
finger technique, posture, 
co-ordination, 
strumming, drumming 
striking techniques etc…

Creating melodies using 
a variety of scales, keys 
and development 
techniques such as 
sequence, call and 
response, 
countermelody

Recognizing 
instruments

Singing techniques, 
projection, tuning, tone 
and harmony

Creating and 
developing chord 
sequences, in block, 
inversion and a variety 
of broken forms

Recognizing 
tonality

Playing in time Using dynamics, tempo, 
duration, keys, texture 
and timbre to create 
moods and 
atmosphere, 
composing to a brief

Hearing and 
understanding 
musical 
structure

Playing at a steady tempo Creating beats Comparing 
musical styles

Using Dynamics and 
creating a dynamically 
balanced ensemble 
performance

Creating basslines Comparing 
and 
contrasting 
musical 
elements

Improvisation skills Scoring Hearing layers 
of sound

Stylistic features in 
different music

Developing music which 
sets a scene and 
explaining how.

Hearing vocal 
and 
instrumental 
techniques

Music reading skills Riffs, loops, 
modulation, dissonance 
etc..

Hearing the 
use of the 
main musical 
elements

How does KS3 prepare students for KS4?
All schemes of work in ks3 teach the skills required at 
KS4 and build skills, knowledge and confidence 
needed to complete the composition and 
performance components in higher level courses.

How are KS3 students assessed?
Students are assessed 6 times a year through a 
musical performance or composition tasks. Pupil’s 
will also complete andend of unit theory and 
listening test in a GCSE style exam.

How do we know our curriculum 
interleaves and builds skills?

Focussing on a range of practical skills that repeat 
throughout KS3 but at a more advanced level each 
year.
For example:
Melodies in year 7 are in the keys of C Major and C 
Minor
Chords are based around these keys therefore use 
non chromatic (white notes).
Basslines are relatively simple in terms or rhythm, 
length or key – mirroring the chord.
The musical elements are explored through 
describing a range of music, how it is used and how 
it creates effects.

Melodies in year 8 use more chromatic notes as in 
the blues scale or keys like F and G major and A 
minor.
Chords are based around these keys therefore use 
more chromatic (black keys) and introduce harder 
chords, broken chord patterns/arpeggios.
Basslines are harder than year 7 in terms or rhythm, 
length, key and independence of hands.
The musical elements are explored through 
improvisation on pitch in blues music and melodic 
improvisation in blues music.
Lyric writing is based on RAP/MC  so does not 
require fitting melody with harmony in Dance music.

All these skills are then developed even further at 
KS4.

Intent:
To develop learners who can:

•Work well with others

•Work independently to improve skills via hard work and 
problem solving

•Use creative skills and improvise ideas on the spot

•Appreciate a wide range of diverse musical styles

Implementation:

•A curriculum which implements the key skills of 

listening, performing and composing

•A curriculum that gives students a wide range of 

experiences that covers, popular, classical, jazz and 
world music styles

•A practical based curriculum, focusing on group and 

individual skills

Impact:

•Students who are able to join the workforce with 

creative skills, independence, and the ability to work 
with and lead others

•Confident students who are resilient and able to break 
through challenges


